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FILLINGER PHONE CONVERSATION • 1/26/70 



ROFFMAN: I warn going through our tape, and there were a couple points in 

there that were a Little bit unclear to me. I just have a couple questions. 

I'm sure it won't take more than 5 minutes. 

FILLINGER: O.JC. 

ROFFMAN: Do you remember what I told you about the damage to the anterior 

neck, about the great amount of blood there? 

FILLINGER: Right. 

) ROFFMAN: There was so much bfcood there that the tissues were actually 

discolored. Could this be an indication of a major vessel being struck? 

FILLINGER: It would suggest to me that this was a good probability. 

ROFFMAN : Would you expect to find so much blood in that areas- the 

mediastinum - if no HK vessel was struck? 

FILLINGER: Knowing what we do about the case, and taking all the KXHgg 

things that we do know into consideration, I would presume that there was in 
fact a major vessel struck, and I wouldn't expect to see a whole lot of blood 
if there weren't. But at the same time, I realize that the tract of the bullet 
almost demands that a major vessel be involved, and by the time you switch off 
from either jugular or carotid you Just about don't have much left outside 
the skin. 

ROFFMAN: You had mentioned something to me about Dr. Humes not incorporating 

a good description of the coronary arteries in his reoort. 

FILLINGER: Sure. 

ROFFMAN: Would this have any bearing on that? 

FILLINGER: No. 

ROFFMAN: Is it possible for him to have missed a small bullet wound to that?? 

FILLINGER: Of the coronary artery? 

ROFHMAN: Or of one of the major vessels in that area. 

FILLINGER: Well, we're talking about two different courses. The coronary, 

of course, is involved with only the heart, and the heart is in no wise geographic- 
ally involved with any of the injuries. So we're concerned only with the neck. 

Now, whether or not he traced out the particular branch of the vessel that was 

tr a u m atized and the tract of thj.6 bullet, I don't know. But as far as I know, 

the tract in the neck was not carefully dissected and examined. 

ROFFMAN: Yes. 

« FILLINGER: Is that your impression? 

ROFFMAN: Yes. I was just wondering about the possibility of a vessel 

I being struck. 

I FILLINGER: 1 think it's highly probable . In fact, I would be pretty 

* dog-goned surprised if it wasn't. 

ROFFMAN: It was just something that dawned on me because we had spoke 

a little bit about projectiles being carried in major vessels to other parts 
of the body. 

FILLINGER: Right, It does happen. But, of course, one moving witn this 

velocity, it's not going to happen. The ones that move around are ones that 
are Just barely moving at all, and they sort of just plop into a vessei and 
then are just flushed around in, let's say, the low pressure that blood 
really moves. 

ROFFMAN: Well, the thing is the bullet in the neck did fragment. 

FILLINGER: That's right. We don't know for sure but it's presumed that 

it fragmented, right? 

ROFFMAN . Yes. The best Information that 1 have saw! that fragments 
in the neck. 
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. , , STRINGER; Well » a 8**n, the question comes are those bone fragments or 
bullet fragments? ^ 

!S™2!i, Fr0O , a 5 odiol ° 8lst and from Dr * Flohor they're bullet feumnts. 
C_™ ; And this is the bullet that's supposed to have gone into 

ROFPMaN: Well, supposedly. But I'm very dubious of that. In fact. I would 
say from certain information that I hove that it's absolutely impossible. 

, FILL INCUR: Well, 1 think that nothing hns been shown as far 0.0 I know that 

would make it impossible except that it these really are fragments, and if 1 
ranara ?° r J :isllt ^ 1301 let that recovered from Connolly was not fragmented. 

U ? P °!* lblUty o£ 800,0 fr °SB»nts io«t from its base. 

F1LLINGSR. Jell, then that doesn't work. They don't come off the base. 

°° ***** remember I told you there was n 3 cm. exit hole in the 
hendin addition to that real large defect? Mow, 1 told you also that a fragment 
of bone was recovered that had the other half of this exit hole with the bevelling 
on It and that inbodded in the sides of the bone where die exit holes wore there 
were aiiiutoenetai i ragman 1 8. Did you say something about this being indicative 
oc low velocity or isn't XX that-- 

FILLING!®: It suggests either low velocity or a bullet that will leave 

metallic rosiduoo on its margins - on the bone margins. You can appreciate the 
fact that a Jacketed projectile is going to leave very little on the margins 
because it's basically a hardened Jacket, and it's designed so that it will not 
scrape off when it goes through a steel harrei. One can appreciate tho fact 
that doing through a bone, which is not as herd as steel, amy etch or scratch 
it, hut it s not going to peel off much metal. In contrast to this a softer 
porjectila might vary well leave little metallic residues around die margins. 

ROHR IAN: Would the same thing apply to die big fragment that was in tho 

entrance hole in the head? 

FILLING!®: Perhaps. But only perhaps. 

BOFFMAN: Also, when we were woAching die slides, you had said something to 

we that U a bullot exited from this hole, it couldn't produce tho bevelling 
rtnd m,,i! loW ° Ut 811 tho *° hones, at least this one portion of the bullet." 

FILLING®: We're talking now about the Kennedy thing? I think this is a 

5*2 h ‘ V * *“ h “ (,psn * ) ln vl ~ a! *■» «*»« Kennedy ballistic. 

ciremn^ F r ,AJ!: K lH lfc P° s * iblo_ “ 1,u give you a little bit of a hypothetical 
imuastanee, here, rhat after the bullet entered the head from in back it 

split up into at least 2 major portions, and that one portion exited from this 

hole end node the 3cm. exit you see that w. on ths”o!5 SU 

portton raptured out enotner arm of die Shull tint Busts too* a irzvm t with 

!>???«££ °f £*•.<““ « It. Could thot have hapoened? 

- ‘TsStS.SSS 2SISSE^L. 

Volocity and very frangible bullet, and tliey said that when a bullet like this 

^ that i^tety^ Us Sact 

L d ^ t lt , creotos n defect with no disable 

entrance wound m the sense of c clean entrance wound. 

because you have nothl^ Bee> 4t d ° eSn>t COOe ° Ut ° lther 

FILL'S. my thAt lfc hafl short penetration. 

tat a right. We have just the opposite with this thing. 
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ROFFMAN: What I was wondering about- -JO* you seo, it's definito that 

J5 l ff St ant6rBd 6110 rear of tha head, and this is pretty much at 

the top of the head. And then we have that 3cm exit on the side o/the head. 

» ow, something like this, since it MH was so confined to the t*p of the head. 

C^ld 52.*“-* Wlth ° Ut CaU#in8 400 auch bratn 

. . "yf tb «* y°“ that gigantic defect on the side of the 

JIwm?**? skull-- thecalvarium-- completely fractured out of shape and 
bra *P damage. 1 was wondering if it was possible that this one 
J^iinSihiJ through the head and causes those two small holes with no- -just 
anTfiif nothing that would even distort the cranium, 

. *• prcduc * ** m * m * 

W0l0<! *?? th *, Cor “ no «* u "»* 8t ^ vary high toU^MMura.. 

ROFFMaN. Well, I'm not saying that the varmint bullet was fired from 
tno Carccno. 

. F1LLIHGKR: O.R. Mow, the next problem then arises, if you consider 

e photographs, his head really disintegrates from one shot looking at the 

ptotognphs. 4 f ,tTuck ^ ^ bullets simultaneously or Almost 

h 1 thlnk U V * ry » v ® ry d i^icuit to conceive of, con- 

2 p££3 ^ 3*»ph, whatever if. 

supposed to be. What was the speed of the car? 

ROFFMAN: llmpb. 

FILLINGER: llmph theoretically. How, there was HU no tape on that 

speedomiter, was there? v 

ROFFMAN: Mo. 

the speedometer 2 ^ *** lmaglne in a11 this ruckus, who looked at 

gr-ufSTjo mL* ° V * r flU “- P««y g«.r.l thing. No 

FILLINGER: All right, let* s say it's between 10 and 20. How. a taraet 

^ving at x y to 2Ctajph fired on by two separated shooter, to effect a ainul^ 
taneous strike without electronic firing is just as good as being impossible. 

It « M Hti d T Uk ? ™ ai * d 1 !i ttlng 100 yaRl# apart trying XttM KKXKS8X to hit 
a siulrrel running across the ground. 

ROFFMAN i I see what you mean. 

FILLINGER: Number, one, I've got to say "fire" at the same instant vou 

pull your trigger I' km got to pull my trigger because the Zaprudor photographs 

Zn SS™? f? rlea °f bl6ra ° f the haad * rtght? »«••• uct e second Mrtes 

^ l MKFMAN? U Tf X |I? 1 k 1 / U8t u ne ° K pllaivo blast of the brain blown out. 
ROFFMAN. if his head was hit from behind in a manner where the t*p 

ear was struck and then this 3cm exit occurs on the right aide WXH with no 
massive defect. Now this would be the Xx right side towards the top. Is it 
possible that that wouldn't show in the film? 

FILLINGER: Mo. I don* t think so. 

Mrlir S ! that , lf lt va * ,truck by two shots it would have had to 

tha U explosion? inStant ^ do aoe that ln stant where you do IX coo 

FILLINGER. Right. And you only really have, lot's say. two or three 
frames that show that head XU really blowing up, and when you time those by 

u 1 real f y h*™ mch tlno to su fc tvo ph °ts la there. I 
W k ^!t P Jhf l ^ Wh0 ® pecu J; ate these theories spend a lot of time, you 
know, just thinking about how XU we're going to get to the moon, but if 

^. r n !; tT Z ^ i£ llca J* tho feat . ^ some people an id 

you couldn t fire the three shots that fast and so on. Well, a lot of experts 
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went out and duplicated it, and I have eeon It duplicated myself with that 
kind of a gun. In fact, I have one friend who did it with the Carcono in 
ray collection. And he can put out 3 shots in loes than 3 seconds. 

RQFFMAN: It's interesting on your point there. Have you soon it done 

from the position it was KZJfflBgaaXEiK alleged to have been done front? 

FILLIMGER: Moll, there are two various positions that are suggested, 

as 1 understand it. One of them leaning from the window, right? And one of 
them In a crouched position. 

ROPFMAN: The thing is, it's almost impossible to got into a firing 

position by that window bocuasa you have a gigantic stack of boxes 22 inches 
from the sill, and the sill Is a foot off tha ground. 

F1LLINGHR: I think he was very pleased with his arrangement because 

1 think these cramped quarters worked to his advantage* 

RQFFMAH j Oh, really. 

FILLING SR: Yes. They gave- -because he was cramped in there, it com- 

pressed his firing movements to a certain extent. But it also gave him a lot 
of steadiness. You see, he's kind of hunched on the gun all the way around. 
He's wm squeezed in vary tightly, and it doesn't leave a lot of room for 
recoil and a bouncing around of the gun. So once he starts to track his 
target, he's pretty well locked on. He's almost like he's got a swivel 
mount up there. 

ROFFHAH: I see. Getting bock to what we wore saying about the head 

wounds, is it, again considering with the fira the tOtlk unlikeiyhood of it, 
but Juat from the medical evidence, the JK hypothetical situation 1 gave 
you, is that possible? 

FILLING EH: Well, 1 don't know. I suppose it's possible although I 

think it's so remote that to oven consider it Is really begging for the 
ludicrous. To assume that a ballet strikes in one area and then assume 
that another one comes in and totally disrupts the previously- - the partially 
destroyed target area is awful hard to figure, and I think you 60CG could 
speculate on it without being any smarter when you got done with it. 

ROF?MA!t! It's something that pussies me so such. 

FILLINGER: MHKX Because physically it's so difficult to consider 

that 2 shots were fired into that area that when you consider the high 
improbability of it being pulled off- -number one, we know that the one 
shooter couldn't have done that because you can't work the bolt pr*»* the 
photographs would belie it. You can't work tha SZ bolt that fast. And 
oven If it wort* a semi-automatic weapon, you couldn't fixe and put 2 In 
the soma spot at that speed. You can't track It that well holding it by 
bond. And he's not that kind of s shooter. He's a good shooter although 
some claim that he's not. He's not a bod shot at all, and this bee been 
demonstrated with his target practice and so SHX on. 

RDFFMaH: Ho was rated by the Marines as a fairly poor shot. 

FILLING St: Well, you have to realise that that's just a rating, and 
that's a recruit rating. That doesn't say what he was doing since he got 
rated, number one. Mor doss it say that that's a valid aratlng, and wo 
hove seen- - for example, recently, a very interesting expose of military 
marksmanship where the recruits were such poor marksman, and the pressure 
wos put on to got them all qualified that they Just blankly qualified the 
whole damned outfit whether they could shoot or not. And we have soon 
repeated distortions of n ton t ions of military m&rkcmanshlp because tha 
emphasis is on good marksmanship and the fact that most people nowadays 
don’t know anything about shooting guns. The pressure on the ITRA to cut 
down their Hg high school and civilian marksmanship courses, and t!»c gun 
clubs are all under a lot of pressure, end an awfhl lot of people Just 
aren't interested in shooting firearms. 7EK As a consequence, when they 
come into Military service, they don’t know a nuzzle from a tea kettle. 
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And until you've had at least a certain familiarization with firearms, you're 
not worth a damn. He may have just crossed the gunnery Seargent just a XXXX 
little bit the wrong way so he put him down on his 60®0 score. Maybe he did 
something stupid on the range, and they deducted 10 points. 

ROFFMAN : 1 see where there ' s 

FILLINGER : And realizing too that what a Marine calls a crack shot 

may well size above the criteria he was expected to perform to produce this 
kind of a shooting. 

*********************************** 

FILLINGER: As a matter of fact, I was Just talking to a friend of 

mine a couple days ago down in Washington, and apparently some of this material 
has been withdrawn now from accesabillty. 

ROFFMAN t How do you mean? 

FILLINGER: From the Archives. Some of it that ms being made avail- 

able has been withdrawn. 

ROFFMAN: By the Department of Justice? 

FILLINGER: 1 don't know. 

ROFFMAN: That's interesting. I'll have to check into that. 

FILLINGER: 1 don't know what the material was. 

*********************************** 

(I explained to Dr. Flllinger how, by superimposition, it could be 
conclusively shown that Kennedy is thrown backwards when struck in the head.) 

FILL1NGER: Well, several questions arise there. You're presuming which 

way his face is turned? 

ROFFMAN: He's facing towards the front, a little bit-- 

F1LLINGER: Exactly dead ahead at the time tire shot strikes? 

ROFFMAN: No; he's turned obliquely to the left. 

FILLINGER: That's right. O.K. Now realizing that the head i8 on a 

pivot which rotates as well as goes forwards, backwards, side to side. And 
you have this bullet striking on the right upper side. Now, as it strikes, 
it tends not only to throw the head forward, but to spin it to the leftjust 
like a cue shot, which can create the illusion of having the head thrown 
backward when in fact it is rotation. 

******************************** 

ROFFMAN: In addition to the incompetence of the men who were performi ng 

it (the autopsy), I think one of the important factors in it is the control 
that was placed over them about what they could release- -things of that nature, 
and their subsequent testimonies. 

FILLINGER: Well, number one, you have to expect, of course, that the 

control is to be expected because they wanted to control everything that had 
anything to do with it. That's why the body wasn't left down there for 
autopsy, and it was maintained in tight federal control. I think they 
realized they had got a goose and didn't know how to cook it. They got him 
up in Washington. They didn't have any idea what they were going to do. 

They never heard of anything like forensic sciences. They didn't know 
anything at all cbout coroner's business or medical examiner which they 
never heard of. So they were stwck with calling a pathologist because 
somebody knew that pathologists do atupsies. I mean, who are they going to 
call? Well, they're certainly not going to call a civilian pathologist. 

They have to call military. And the President always had a leaning to 
Bethesda 60 they called Bethesda. You know, that was the automatic move 
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right there. Frin there on in it was Just a matter of--i»n w, 
guy was called, fen another guy ™, a celled ?L T ’ 0nce one 

Rer.ii Z in 3 that none of these ^niThnd .S/, ? mM callod - 

really, or what they K «=“*«». 

but, you know, we discussed Pier's nor ® than ^ne else, 

of course, he's stuck with the heat- lotion* nnd problems and so on. So 

only guy in the Army who has any prere~uifits ^ Trh ^ tT*' Be ' 8 th ® 
thoro isn't anyone else. So thev vou Vmu ih -1 though his are skimpy, 
of haste about the whole thinn TS^ j. , ' 5 bero tJ f® * tremendous amount 

think or ask uestC aS^y I?* time to 

l!n0H t d f o? t °?hiTr^ ■* *“» ■ i^ssS Sgg to 

gotten or way goin^ to^^StrSey^tl 7 CC ? plox , Che thln S would have 
«o« too latef If it Ld a l, * “ lddle ° f lfc * »« it 

shot like that druoolst I had here owr °J lt ». yt>u hnow, or a simple 

»- ***t that's SlSai ^ Utl th ? ;^r d hQr \i a Olney. 

of those in r couple of hours. It m fftL!* 1 ? h °" C ° do one 

loast what you're talking about. eon^thiS llfe^S?.®? y ° U taW, nfc 

complex thing. You could put 20 people ln S £i£L vhl * 8 *" e:ttrQfnol y 
would have probably had a little tliat Sffp autopsy, and everyone 

L 

--.Mr ^ ^TS-rrS* S S S^ , “*' 

conclusions irZ. How «£Tl W^cS nutcr1 ? 1 “ «mw 

fton nil the lnvestlsators what tto^ t C3ce \ I ,J3nt to teKn ' 

and I don't put mv *oot fn nv *.u^ n ^ can correlate ray findings, 

baby dead 3M 3 3 “° nth cld 

Then in cons, tha mother anf£ys Jl ! T?. 1 ® 1 depth - 

nctfcfl on the baby. There'7no iv «* Jif? U * Well » the ™’ a no 

sufficated or not, y t5llin 3 at autopsy whether it's been 

is J^^S^T^**** - *» **«, Information 

top o/SSfZJ&'Jte” T* ? tVen 3 106 ° f lo “"^ Information on 
bl nation to^T^ ^ “* 

*********** 

ally of “to " “*'••. ttl » “ *y 1 porson- 

centor. to o certain amount arta.to the m ^L“Slf kd"JST« ly lnt h rl » ,ln 3- 
gaping defect and HX can never be ~ ZZ*?.' And thls ls such a 

of analysis of the case In this oroj^-.t all "’ai? 36 lt de8troJ,!: ® n y bl 181 

eay. "Well, if. can awfully to. ”u ' ^ Jill TJ “ d ° J 3lt b3ck ond 
cannon?" You can't tell h«fr.i.rs^ m, u , , t . nado it * a P®a*«hooter or a 
you can go. “^all of thT^^i f h ° 1C S bl S* a bout as far as 

that you Ju.t can't make m any Jweto*at^ij“ t3lnt *' ky tbls def “ :t 



